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Map Research 
 
 
 
 

To create the following series of maps, numerous historical maps were analyzed and 
digitized, including early French, Spanish, English and American cartography from the 

seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, as well as Sanborn Fire Insurance maps 
from the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  Archival document information included 

the transcribed municipal records and travel journals and account books from each time 
period.  These resources were combined to illustrate the physical relationship between the 

development of the city and the evolution of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1. 



Dead Space: Defining the New Orleans Creole Cemetery – Phase 2 
Graduate School of Fine Arts, University of Pennsylvania 

 

July 30, 2002                  2 



Dead Space: Defining the New Orleans Creole Cemetery – Phase 2 
Graduate School of Fine Arts, University of Pennsylvania 

 

July 30, 2002                  3 



Dead Space: Defining the New Orleans Creole Cemetery – Phase 2 
Graduate School of Fine Arts, University of Pennsylvania 

 

July 30, 2002                  4 



Dead Space: Defining the New Orleans Creole Cemetery – Phase 2 
Graduate School of Fine Arts, University of Pennsylvania 

 

July 30, 2002                  5 

 



Dead Space: Defining the New Orleans Creole Cemetery – Phase 2 
Graduate School of Fine Arts, University of Pennsylvania 

 

July 30, 2002                  6 



Dead Space: Defining the New Orleans Creole Cemetery – Phase 2 
Graduate School of Fine Arts, University of Pennsylvania 

 

July 30, 2002                  7 

 



Dead Space: Defining the New Orleans Creole Cemetery – Phase 2 
Graduate School of Fine Arts, University of Pennsylvania 

 

July 30, 2002                  8 



Dead Space: Defining the New Orleans Creole Cemetery – Phase 2 
Graduate School of Fine Arts, University of Pennsylvania 

 

July 30, 2002                  9 

 



Dead Space: Defining the New Orleans Creole Cemetery – Phase 2 
Graduate School of Fine Arts, University of Pennsylvania 

 

July 30, 2002                  10 



Dead Space: Defining the New Orleans Creole Cemetery – Phase 2 
Graduate School of Fine Arts, University of Pennsylvania 

 

July 30, 2002                  11 

 



Dead Space: Defining the New Orleans Creole Cemetery – Phase 2 
Graduate School of Fine Arts, University of Pennsylvania 

 

July 30, 2002                  12 



Dead Space: Defining the New Orleans Creole Cemetery – Phase 2 
Graduate School of Fine Arts, University of Pennsylvania 

 

July 30, 2002                  13 



Dead Space: Defining the New Orleans Creole Cemetery – Phase 2 
Graduate School of Fine Arts, University of Pennsylvania 

 

July 30, 2002                  14 

Survey Form 
And 

Survey Manual 
 
 
 
 

The Survey Form and Manual used to survey St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 that follow document the site 
defining features, tomb spaces, structural details, integrity and conditions of the site.  The survey was made 

in March 2001 and field-checked in October 2001 and July 2002. 
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Survey Database Analysis 
 
 
 
 

A base map of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 was created in AutoCAD® 2000 and ArcView® 3.2 through the 
use of aerial photography, an earlier ca. 1940 survey of the site and current survey data.  The survey 

database was developed in MS Access® 2000.  The following maps enable advanced site condition and 
spatial analyses through direct linkage of the survey database and geographical information systems.
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St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 
New Orleans, LA 
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St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 
New Orleans, LA 

First Date Analysis 
 
Earliest inscription date 
found on the tomb or 
in archival sources 
(with exception of wall vaults, 
listed when built). 
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Representation 
 
The person or group interred or 
commemorated. 
Society: Contains interments 
of members of a communal 
organization. 
Family: Contains two or more 
interments from the same or 
related family. 
Individual: Contains only one 
interment, or a vault within a 
wall vault. 
Unknown: If interment 
representation is not clear. 
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space is still usable because it 
is sealed. 
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open, vacant or derelict 
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and Roof 
 
A major modification made to the 
tomb or marker intentionally 
changing or expanding the form 
or orientation.  These additions 
tend to be historical, such as the 
case of a step tomb changed to a 
pediment tomb, or the children’s 
addition to a large society tomb. 
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New Orleans, LA 

Condition – Primary Structure 
 

The overall physical state of the 
structural, decorative, and finish 
aspects of the primary structure. 
Very Poor – Catastrophic 
structural failure. 
Poor – Significant threat of 
structural failure. 
Moderate – Stable structurally, 
loss of features. 
Good – Structurally sound, 
features largely intact.  Some 
cracks may be evident. 
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New Orleans, LA 

Condition – Roof  
 
The overall physical state of the 
structural, decorative, and finish 
aspects of the tomb’s roof. 
Very Poor – Catastrophic 
structural failure. 
Poor – Significant threat of 
structural failure. 
Moderate – Stable structurally, 
loss of features. 
Good – Structurally sound, 
features largely intact.  Some 
cracks may be evident. 
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St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 
New Orleans, LA 

Condition - Stucco 
 
The overall physical state of the 
stucco skin. 
Very Poor – Significant or total 
deterioration. 
Poor – Significant areas of stucco 
failure and/or stucco roof surface 
is breached. 
Moderate – Stable stucco 
condition, progressive loss of 
features and finishes. 
Good – Stable condition, 
decorative features largely intact.  
Some cracks may be evident. 
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St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 
New Orleans, LA 

Integrity of Material - 
Primary Structure 
 

The extent of existing original fabric. 
Very Poor – 25% or less of original 
materials remain, or overwhelming 
presence of inappropriate 
replacements. 
Poor – 26-50% of original materials 
remain, or significant presence of 
inappropriate replacements. 
Moderate 51-75% original, or 
tolerable replacements. 
Good – >75% original, absence of 
inappropriate replacement material 
and/or alterations. 

(No tomb, or cannot 
assess) 

N 
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St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 
New Orleans, LA 

Integrity of Material -  
Roof 
 
The extent of existing original fabric. 
Very Poor – 25% or less of original 
materials remain, or overwhelming 
presence of inappropriate 
replacements. 
Poor – 26-50% of original materials 
remain, or significant presence of 
inappropriate replacements. 
Moderate 51-75% original, or 
tolerable replacements. 
Good – >75% original, or absence of 
inappropriate replacement material 
and/or alterations. 

(No tomb, or cannot 
assess) 

N 
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St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 
New Orleans, LA 

Integrity of Material -  
Stucco 
 
The extent of existing original fabric. 
Very Poor – 25% or less of original 
materials remain, or overwhelming 
presence of inappropriate replacements.
Poor – 26-50% of original materials 
remain, or significant presence of 
inappropriate replacements. 
Moderate 51-75% original materials 
remain, or tolerable replacements. 
Good – >75% original materials 
remain, or absence of inappropriate 
replacement material and/or alterations.

(No stucco) 

N 
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St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 
New Orleans, LA 

Integrity of Form -  
Primary Structure 
 
The extent of the remaining form 
of existing structure and details.  
Unimpaired or uncorrupted 
original craftsmanship, unaltered 
by modern or inappropriate 
materials or interventions.  If the 
original intent of a new/rebuilt 
tomb is not known, it is marked 
N/A. 

(No tomb, or cannot 
assess) 

N 
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St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 
New Orleans, LA 

Integrity of Form - 
Roof 
 
The extent of the remaining 
form of existing structure and 
details.  Unimpaired or 
uncorrupted original 
craftsmanship, unaltered by 
modern or inappropriate 
materials or interventions.  If 
the original intent of a 
new/rebuilt tomb is not known, 
it is marked N/A. 

(No tomb, or cannot 
assess) 

N 
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St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 
New Orleans, LA 

Perpetual Care 
 
An identifying marker 
denoting that a fee has 
been paid for a tomb’s 
general maintenance in 
perpetuity by the 
Archdiocesan 
Cemeteries.

Perpetual Care
Tombs 
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St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 
New Orleans, LA 

Military Markers 
 
A plaque or inscription 
that clearly indicates 
service in the military 
and/or a specific war. 
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St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 - Tomb Types
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St. Louis Cemetery No. 1
Primary Structure Materials
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St. Louis Cemetery No. 1
Primary Tomb Types - 10 Year Periods, Pre-1900
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St. Louis Cemetery No. 1
Primary Tomb Types - 10 Year Periods, Pre-1900
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