
 

 

 

 

 

St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 
Guidelines for Preservation & 
Restoration 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Frank G. Matero, Project Director 
Stephen Curtis 
John Hinchman 
Judy Peters 
 
 
The Graduate Program in Historic Preservation 
Graduate School of Fine Arts 
University of Pennsylvania 

 

July 2002 

 



St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 
Guidelines for Preservation & Restoration 

 
 
 

 

 
  

Introduction............................................................................................. 1 
  

Historical Background............................................................................ 9 
 

Before Work Begins ............................................................................... 29 
 

Technical Guidelines – Masonry............................................................ 46 
 

Technical Guidelines – Surface Finishes ............................................... 50 
 

Technical Guidelines – Stone Tablets and Sculpture............................. 54 
 

Technical Guidelines – Metalwork......................................................... 64 
 

Technical Guidelines – Tombscapes ...................................................... 77 
 

Conclusions............................................................................................. 81 
 

Bibliography ........................................................................................... 84 
 

Resources ................................................................................................ 87 

 

Appendix – Tomb & Marker Survey Form and Manual 



St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 
Guidelines for Preservation & Restoration 

 
 

 

Acknowledgements 
 

These guidelines could not have been produced without the generous contributions and assistance 

of our colleagues: Michael Boudreaux, Robert Cheetham, Eugene Cizek, Mary Louise 

Christovich, Mary Lou Eichorn, Laura Ewen, Wayne M. Everard, Louise Fergusson, Kecia Fong, 

Sam Green, Lindsay Hannah, Anthony Henderson, Patricia Hulin, Jim Jenkins, Heather Knight, 

Dorothy Krotzer, Alfred Lemmon, Pietro Mangarella, Ann Masson, Frank Masson, Joseph 

Patrick Mattera, Sophie Middlebrook, Royal Osborne, Al Parker, Kyubong Song, Laurence 

Salzmann, Dana Tomlin, and Gary A. Van Zante. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

To Mary Louise Christovich 

For her tireless dedication to preserving New Orleans historic cemeteries. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unless otherwise noted, all images (photographs, drawings and maps) are project images. 



St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 
Guidelines for Preservation & Restoration 

 
 
 

 

 
  

Foreword 
 

These guidelines are one of the public outreach publications produced during a two-phase project 
on the preservation of Louisiana’s historic aboveground cemeteries sponsored by the Louisiana 
Division of Historic Preservation, Office of Cultural Development.  The project’s objectives 
included:  

• the development of a model conservation plan for New Orleans' historic cemeteries. 
• the creation of educational and training programs on the methodologies employed. 
• the initiation of public outreach activities to publicize the results of the plan and promote 

the preservation of other historic cemeteries in the state and region. 
 
The project utilized database and geographical information system (GIS) technology as 
descriptive, analytical and communication tools to better survey and analyze the site, and 
demonstrated their applicability as future cemetery site management tools.  Additionally, the 
three tomb pilot restoration program and additional research by students involved in the project 
contributed new information for conservation guidelines. 
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